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Information Sheet– Co-Researchers
Title:  Empowering Young People to Engage with Mt Tamborine Landcare Reserves

This information sheet is for you to keep.

We have been commissioned by the Australian Government Department of Industry, Innovation and Science National Landcare program to undertake a project entitled Empowering Young People to Engage with Mt Tamborine Landcare Reserves. The project is being led by Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles.  The research team includes Associate Professor Lexi Lasczik, Dr Marianne Logan, Maia Osborn, Lisa Siegel and Tiffany Cutter.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are seeking primary and secondary young people to participate in the Empowering Young People to Engage with Mt Tamborine Landcare Reserves research project as co-researchers. You are invited to participate in the research as:

1. Co-researchers in training workshops where you will learn the skills for conducting research about children and young people’s awareness of, attitudes towards and participation in’ Mt Tamborine Landcare reserves; 
2. Co-researchers researching young people’s awareness of, attitudes towards and participation in’ Mt Tamborine Landcare reserves;
3. Co-researchers you will be interviewing your own participants as well as documenting your research through photography, video, visual diary and/or online hang-out space (project website); 
4. Co-researchers to co-design resources to increase children and young people's awareness of and participation in Mt Tamborine Landcare reserve sites as part of their everyday neighbourhoods; and
5. Participants in a youth network (7-14 years of age) to increase young people’s awareness of, attitudes towards and participation in Mt Tamborine Landcare reserve sites.

The initial training workshop (early in the project) will focus on research training about visual ethnography. You will also be trained in ethical research practices including gaining informed consent from 1-3 other participants. The second workshop will be a think tank session (towards the end of the project) to discuss research and analyse research data.

Your participation will be documented by the SCU researchers in the following ways:

· Through photography and video of your participation in each phase of the research;
· Through audio and video recording of interviews;
· Through your visual art diaries; and
· Through your own submission of photographs, videos, text and other media based on your research. 

You are not obligated to participate in the project.  You may participate in all phases or self-selected components.  If you become distressed while participating in any phases of the research project, you should discontinue your involvement.  In case of distress, free counselling is available via the KidsHelpLine webchat counselling service (https://kidshelpline.com.au/get-help/webchat-counselling). 

No payment will be offered to young people (the co-researchers) for their involvement in this research.  

If you agree to participate, you may withdraw your consent at any time.  You may do this by notifying the project coordinator by phone, in writing or via email.  You can also return incomplete art diaries and/or refuse to answer interview questions.  No participant will be disadvantaged by not participating in the evaluation.
No results or findings which could identify any individual participant will be published unless consent has been given by the participant and their parent/guardian. Your privacy will be protected because names will be removed from all data.  These will be replaced by your chosen pseudonym (fictional name or avatar).  It is important to clarify that results for this particular project may also be used in other research projects and/or publications.  Only the research team will have access to this data which will be stored for a minimum of five years after the project has finished as prescribed by the university regulations. 

If you have any queries or would like to be informed of the research findings, please contact Dr. Amy Cutter-Mackenzie at: youth4landcare@scu.edu.au. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]If you have concerns about the way the research is being conducted (ethical conduct) the following procedure should occur.

Write to the following:
The Ethics Complaints Officer
Southern Cross University
PO Box 157
Lismore NSW 2480
Email: ethics.lismore@scu.edu.au
All information is confidential and will be handled as soon as possible

Yours sincerely,

Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles
A/Professor Lexi Lasczik
Dr Marianne Logan
Maia Obsorn
Lisa Siegel 
Tiffany Cutter
               Lismore 	Coffs Harbour 	Gold Coast
               PO Box 157, Lismore NSW 2480 Australia 	Hogbin Drive, Coffs Harbour NSW 2450 Australia 	Locked Mail Bag 4, Coolangatta QLD 4225 Australia
               T +61 2 6620 3000 F +61 2 6620 3700 	T +61 2 6659 3777 	T +61 7 5589 3000 F +61 7 5589 3700
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